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January notes from the principal

Happy New year to all our families and community members! After a much-needed 
break, our students are back and ready to learn and perform. That’s good news 
because we only 90 days left in the school year, we have a very full schedule of 
events. Aligned with the district’s ABC focus, we are striving to meet our school 
improvement goals on Attendance, Behavior, and Classroom Success.

Please encourage your students to attend school as regularly as possible, barring any Please encourage your students to attend school as regularly as possible, barring any 
health issue. Good school attendance is tied to classroom success and engagement. 
Any student who is absent due to illness should return to school with a parent or 
physician’s note. Please reach out to our front office if you have any questions 
regarding attendance policies.

Behavior can become more a concern during semester two of the school year. Bonita Behavior can become more a concern during semester two of the school year. Bonita 
Middle has many positive initiatives in place for students to who are consistently 
making good choices with their behavior. We will continue with the use of Stallion 
Cards for lower-level behavior infractions, so teachers may be reaching out to parents 
to assist with any student issue. The administration is also available to assist in any 
disciplinary situation.

Since our main focus is academic success, we are continuing with our progress Since our main focus is academic success, we are continuing with our progress 
monitoring through STAR and Performance Matters. These assessments are used to 
gauge how ready our students are for the end of the year state FSA assessment. All of 
our students will participate in English Language Arts FSA, to include reading and 
writing assessment. Most of our students will participate in Math FSA, with the 
exception of our Algebra and Geometry students who will participate in 
End-of-Course (EOC) exams for each of those areas. Our seventh grade students will 
all participate in the Civics EOC and eighth grade students only will participate in the all participate in the Civics EOC and eighth grade students only will participate in the 
FSA Science test. All students are encouraged to make learning gains from where 
they started at the beginning of the year, but proficiency will only be measured by 
achieving a score of 3, 4 or 5 on each test. Our school has high expectations for 
achieving a school grade of A this year so we’ll need EVERY student to give each test 
their best!

Yours in partnership,

Melissa Layner

CONGRATULATIONS!

December Teacher of the 
Month Ms. Edmonds

December Support Person of 
the Month Ms. Mauney

https://bnm.leeschools.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_688075/File/ARTS%20APPLICATION%20PACKET%20-%20BSMCA.pdf


Before your child can begin the 7th grade he/she 
must have documentation of having received 
the following immunizations: TDaP booster 
(Tetanus, Diphtheria, pertussis) after the age of 7.

We encourage all parents to have their child seen We encourage all parents to have their child seen 
by a private physician or health care provider in 
the community prior to the busy summer season 
to receive the required immunizations.  Private 
physicians and clinics charge according to their 
established fees.  Vaccines required for children 
are available free of charge from all Lee Health 
Department facilities.  Remember you must Department facilities.  Remember you must 
bring your child’s immunization records with you 
to help determine what immunizations are 
required and to provide the information 
necessary to fill out the Florida Certificate of 
Immunization Form DH-680.

ATTENDANCE MATTERS

What is considered “too many” absences?

Students who miss 10% or more of school for any reason are 
defined as chronically absent. As of January 1st, 10% of the 
school year is equal to 9 days of school. Students who are 
identified as chronically absent are monitored by the school 
social worker and are reported to the School District.
We care about your student’s attendance because the We care about your student’s attendance because the 
research is clear: students who miss 10% or more of school are 
impacted academically. School attendance is one of the 
strongest predictors of academic success and reading 
proficiency in elementary school. By 6th grade, missing 10% 
or more of school strongly predicts whether or not a student 
will graduate high school.
Think of it this way: Students who miss 10 days of school per Think of it this way: Students who miss 10 days of school per 
year will miss 60 days of school by the time they finish 5th 
grade. That’s the equivalent of missing 1/3 of an entire school 
year!!!
Helping your student maintain good school attendance will Helping your student maintain good school attendance will 
help keep them on the path to success! If you need help 
talking to your child about attendance, or have questions, 
please feel free to call me.

Paul C. Milford, LCSW
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On Friday, December 5th 2019 five of our students participated in the Lee County Honor Band concert!  Students 
from all over Lee County auditioned for an 80 piece concert ensemble. Musicians were required to prepare 7 major 
scales and a lyrical and technical exercise for a blind audition.  Once selected the all county students were selected 
they had to attend two, 3 hour rehearsals in the evening and one 8 hr rehearsal on Friday, December 5th.  Their 
concert was that even at Ida Baker High School.  Congratulations to our stallions that were selected!  Edison 
Greenbaum, 1st percussion, Justin Armentrout, 2nd percussion, Quin Konicek, 2nd chair trumpet, Ethan Knize, 4th 
chair trombone and Jack Patricca, 7th chair trombone.    Thank you gentlemen for representing our school with pride! chair trombone and Jack Patricca, 7th chair trombone.    Thank you gentlemen for representing our school with pride! 

Congratulations goes out to Helen Murphy, 7th grade flute!  She was hand selected to represent our school at the 
Florida Music Educators Conference in January.  She will be participating in the Middle School All State Honor Band. 

On Friday, December 5th 2019 five of our students participated in the Lee County Honor Band concert!  Students 
from all over Lee County auditioned for an 80 piece concert ensemble. Musicians were required to prepare 7 major 
scales and a lyrical and technical exercise for a blind audition.  Once selected the all county students were selected 
they had to attend two, 3 hour rehearsals in the evening and one 8 hr rehearsal on Friday, December 5th.  Their 
concert was that even at Ida Baker High School.  Congratulations to our stallions that were selected!  Edison 
Greenbaum, 1st percussion, Justin Armentrout, 2nd percussion, Quin Konicek, 2nd chair trumpet, Ethan Knize, 4th 
chair trombone and Jack Patricca, 7th chair trombone.    Thank you gentlemen for representing our school with pride! 

Notes from the 
BSMCA Band room 



Every Monday 4-5
must have a ride promptly at 5

email Ms. Cooper at joycc@leeschools.net for questions

NJHS

Spanish Club
Everyone is welcome to come and be a 
part of the newest club BSMCA has to 
offer.  Ms. Nieblas is excited to help you 
explore Spanish no matter your current 
level of knowledge.    It meets every first 
and second Thursday of the month.  
Hope to see you there! 

The 2019 BSMCA Yearbooks 
are now on sale.  Purchase 
your book at lunch. The price 

is now $30

Want to celebrate your child Want to celebrate your child 
with an advertisment in the 
yearbook?  Time is runing out.  
Contact Mrs. Mell for details.
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Club News



Mrs. Taylor’s class attended the 
annual SOAR Christmas Dance 
at Dunbar Middle.

Anny Sanchez, sixth-grader, won the VFW Post essay contest w/ a cash prize of $100!  
The topic was "What Makes America Great."
She and her family will be honored at a dinner and award ceremony and she will 
read her essay at the ceremony.

BSMCA Science fair Winners; 
8th grade: Kyra Ritter, Quin Konicek & Devina Reimer
7th grade: Hector Nava, Akshar Patel, Abby Kohler
6th Grade: Charlie Benolkin, Maci Tumbelson, Hannah Banks6th Grade: Charlie Benolkin, Maci Tumbelson, Hannah Banks

A big congrats to the following students for earning the ICT Gaming Essentials 
Certification:  Alexis Long, Minh Nguyen, Landen Collins, Yariel Bautista-Gomez, 
Flora Jiang, Andrew Adamsom, Evelyn Figueredo, Dante Nunez, William 
Kazmierczak, Christopher Lora-Martinez, Joseph Antonio-Juarez, DanielSlade, and 
Jacob Ketover.

And a special congratulations for Anthony Bandera 
for earning the ICT Gaming Essentials AND for earning the ICT Gaming Essentials AND 
the ICT Web Design Essentials Certification.

Congratulations for a job well done!
Out of Field Teachers
In accordance with Florida In accordance with Florida 
State board Rules, the 
following teachers are 
highly qualified but are 
teaching out of field or are 
working to meet ESOL 
requirements, gifted 
requirements, or reading requirements, or reading 
requirements.

The following teachers are 
out of field in Reading 
Endorsement:  Kristin 
Verhaagh, 
Karen Leskin, 
Jennifer Johnson

The following teachers are 
out of field in Gifted 
Endorsement: 
Katelyn Moran

The following teachers are The following teachers are 
out of field in ESOL 
Endorsment: 
Kristin Verhaagh, 
David Schultz, 
Kristin Schon, 
Katelyn Moran, 
Jennifer Johnson, Jennifer Johnson, 
Linda Farmer, 
Nicole Carney
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